Statue of St. Michael the
Archangel that stands above
Kyw’s Independence Square.

St. Michael s patron saint of

the Ukraiman capital.
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ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL
Defend people of
Ukraine 1n battle; be
their defence against the
wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and to you, O
Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of
God, thrust into hell
Satan and the other evil
spirits who are trying to
invade Ukraine.
Amen.

~ 16 December 2023 ~
~ HEIUIA CBATUX TTPAOTIIIB ~
~ SUNDAY OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS ~
~ 661sT DAY OF WAR IN UKRAINE ~

Today we remember all the ancestors of Christ according
to the flesh. Two Sundays before the Nativity, the Church
connects us to the crowd of Ancestors and Prophets, from
the time of Adam to Christ. They are all related to Christ,
either because they awaited him, or because they were
from his lineage, or also because they were seeking Him
without knowing him. The Church want to teach us that
this unique event did not come as a surprise strange to
humankind, but that it was the desire of the nations. They
had been waiting for centuries, and the world had been
filled with prophecies.

CporosiHi MH 3rallyeMo BCIX mpenkiB XpucTa IO ILIOTI.
3a gl mHemim mnepeyn Pisgsom Xpucrosum Ilepksa
npuennye Hac mo Harosmy IIpenxis 1 Ilpopokis Bix
Anama no Xpucra. Y cl BoHE IOB’st3aHI 3 XpucroMm abo
TOMY, IO YeKaM Ha HBOTO, abo ToMy, mo Gyym 3 Horo
pony, abo Takox ToMmy, mo BoHu wykamu Horo, ne
sHatoun HMoro. Ilepka xoue HaBumTM Hac, mo 1A
VHIKQJIbHA IIOJIs HE CTajla JHUBHONO HECIIOJIBAHKOIO JJIS
joncTsa, a Oyysa OaxaHHsAM HapojiB. Borm uexann
CTOJITTSMH, 1 CBIT OYB HAIIOBHEHHUM IPOPOLITBAMHU.




PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, defend people of Ukraine in battle; be their defence against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and to you, O
Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the other evil spirits
who are trying to invade Ukraine. Amen.

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CONFESSIONS . .o e e before & after services
B A P T S M S .o by appointment
MARRIAGES. .. six months notice should be
given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNE R AL S . .o e e e e e e by appointment
ANOINTING & HOSPITAL VISITS............. any time; call emergency number 250.390.2612

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR NOVEMBER

Income: $4,445.84
$1,330.00 - Envelopes

$120.00 - Loose; $23.60 - Candles Income: $4.445.84
$1,943.83 - Rectory Rental; $800.00 - Hall Rentals Expenses: $8,484.32
$204.28 - Aid for Ukraine NET TOTAL: (-) $4,038.48

$24.13 - CanadaHelps
Expenses: $8,484.32

$1,242.00 - Eparchial
$6,280.21 - Property Insurance
$668.39 - Twin Peaks Hall Furnace Repair May God bless and reward you
$110.25 - McKinnon - Stove & Furnace filter (church) abundantly for your generosity!
$93.93 - Fortis - Church

$39.54 - Fortis - Hall
$50.00 - Cleaning

E-TRANSFER - donate@stmichaelnanaimo.ca
DONATE ONLINE - www.stmichaelnanaimo.ca/donate
BEQUESTS & WILLS

Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is simply a
distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament.
It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer
about the process. In your kindness please remember St Michael the Archangel Ukrainian
Catholic Church in your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their
will, the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to
St Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Parish - 4017 Victoria Avenue, Nanaimo, BC
VOT 2A5, the sum of $ (or % of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish
and it's pastoral activities.”

~ Bishop ~ Most Rev. Michael Rwiatkowsk: ~ www.nweparchy.ca ~



mailto:donate@stmichaelnanaimo.ca
http://www.stmichaelnanaimo.ca/donate
http://www.nweparchy.ca
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Parish: 250. 999. 7601
Emergency: 250.390.2612

www.stmichaelnanaimo.ca

priest@stmichaelnanaimo.ca

4017 Victoria Ave.
Nanaimo, BC V9T 2A5

SATURDAY LITURGY
~ 11 AM ~

— e ——

~ Priest ~
Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy

HELP THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE TO
SURVIVE THE WAR

DONATE FOR UKRAINE

f

[OXKEPTBYI HA YKPAIHY |

P = www.strmichaelnanaimao. ca

- Namimo, BC Canada

& AID FOR UKRAINE - More than $5.7 million CAD
in emergency aid has been disbursed to Ukraine by the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA),
reaching people in large cities as well as remote villages.
The significant generosity of Canadians has contributed to
the funding of aid convoys, shelters for the displaced,
hospitals, care for people with special needs, and has
provided families with basic supplies. CNEWA remains
focused on helping people affected by the war survive and
reiterates its call for Canadians to continue supporting the
people of Ukraine through these difficult times.

& PLEASE DONATE TO THE “AID FOR UKRAINE” - All
donations will be directed to regional organizations in Ukraine,
who support all people in need including refugees fleeing their
homes to other parts of Ukraine. The funds will be forwarded to
Caritas Ukraine (via The Catholic Near East Welfare
Association), a charitable organization with over 20 offices in
Ukraine. They supply aid by accessing and delivering food,
shelter, medical supplies and providing spiritual and
psychological support for those in need. Two generous families
have pledged to match all donations in support of humanitarian
aid in Ukraine up to $1,250,000. Help us meet this goal. Make
cheques payable to ‘St. Michael church’ with memo ‘Aid for
Ukraine’. We also accept cash donations. You can also donate
cash or via e-transfer to donate@stmichaelnanaimo.ca. Tax
receipts will be issued by CNEWA. Another way to donate to
Caritas Ukraine is directly through CNEWA. Please donate
generously. For fundraising updates go to https://cnewa.org/
ca/campaigns/ukraine/.



http://www.stmichaelnanaimo.ca
mailto:priest@stmichaelnanaimo.ca
https://www.caritas.org/where-caritas-work/europe/ukraine/
https://cnewa.org/campaigns/ukraine/
https://cnewa.org/campaigns/ukraine/
mailto:donate@stmichaelnanaimo.ca
https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/
https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/

Lord Jesus Christ, our God,

we entreat You to hear the

earnest prayer of Your
beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her
deeply afflicted children abiding in the
land of Ukraine. Behold their grave
sorrow and grievous plight, and speedily
come to their aid. Deliver Your vulnerable
people from wunjust aggressors, foreign
invasion and the terror of war. Strengthen
courageous defenders of the nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by love of those they
protect than hatred of the enemy. O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced, heal the
wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow, comfort those who mourn, and
mercifully receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their
homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of friend
and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can bring
lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the hearts of the
unmerciful and convert those who promote hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your
beloved children of the land of Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility, justice and
freedom which reflects your Kingdom, where You reign with Your eternal Father, and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and forever and ever. Amen.

MOJIUTBA 3A MHOTOCTPAKJIAJIBHUM Y KPAIHCbKUN HAPOJT Y YAC BIMHU

ocrmogu Icyce Xpucre boxe mam, 6raraemo Tebe, BucIyxam mypy MOJIUTBY

TBoel ymobnenol epxsu Kuiscpkol Pyci 3a Baxko crpaxmaioumx miTewn

ykpaiHcekoro kxpato. CIIOIISHb MHJIOCTMBHM OKOM Ha IX JIMXOJITTS Ta
JIACKABO IOCIIIIN HA JIOTIOMOrY. 3BUIBHU CBIM 0€33aXHUCHHUH HAPOJ, BlJ HECIIPABEIMBUX
3arapOHMKIB, HAIIECTs arpecopiB Ta Tepopy BiMHU. 3MimHH cmiolo 1Boero ycix
JIOOJIECHUX 1 BIIBAXHUX 3aXUCHUKIB JIsi moOpodecHOl 6Oporh0H, m00O BOHU paie
KepyBajucs Job0B’10 Jo 0e33axXMCHHUX, AHIX HEHaBUCTIO 10 Boporis. O
IIpemuocepmuaum I'ocriosu, 3aXopoHM NEpeCcesICHIIB, 3LULIN TOPAHCHUX, OOPOHU CHPIT,
OIOTPUMAN BAIB, OTIII CKOPOOTHUX Ta JiackaBo mpuimu 1o T'soro Llapcrsa Beix, XTO
6J1aropogHO BLIJIAB CBOE XHUTTA B 000poHl barekiBumuu Bl Harmamis Boporis. [Tocmimm
3YOUHATHA KPOBOIPOJIUTTS sK JAPYyra, Tak 1 HEJIpPyra Ta 3amajiyd ceprs 0ararbox Jo
MYXHBOI GOPOTHOM 3a ICTHHHY CIPABEIJIMUBICTD, IO € JpKepesioM Tpusaigoro mupy. O
noopocepaut I'ocnonn, Tu — Hatn MUp, MOM’SIKIIN 3aUE€PCTBLIL CEPLIs, HABEPHU TUX, XTO
CHpusie BOEHHHMM JisM, IO NPUMHPEHHS, mo0 TBiM ymoOyeHuN yKpalHCHKIA HapoJ
BTIIIABCS MHPOM, CIPABEIJIUBICTIO Ta cBOOOJOI0 — 03Hakamu 1Boro llapcrsa, B sikomy
Twu maproemr 3 IIpensiunum TsBoim Otrnem, 1 Beecssarum, biarum 1 2KusorsopHuM
Tsoim Ilyxowm, HUHI, 1 TOBCSAKUAC, 1 HA BIKK BIKIB. AMIHB.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

v CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE // PI3JIB’STHA JIITYPI'ISI - Monday, Dec 25 at 11AM.

v PRAYER REQUEST - please keep in your prayers GERALD, FR. STEVEN, PAUL, LEONA,
BETTY, MARGARET, ADRIAN as well as those members of our parish, our family and friends who
are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join actively in their
community.

v' SACRAMENT OF CONFESSIONS - before or after the Liturgy on Saturday / CIIOBLIb
- iepen abo micuis Jlityprii B cy0oTy.

v’ LIVE STREAMING OF THE DIVINE LITURGIES - every Sunday at 10AM from St.
Nicholas parish - https://stmichaelnanaimo.ca/blog/.

v' EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER - 250.390.2612. This is an emergency number for the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic parish in Nanaimo.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Divine Liturgy of our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition.
Vkpaincokoro - y nepexnaoi leana Xomenxa.

Troparion, Tone 4: When the disciples of the Lord learned from the angel* the glorious news of
the resurrection®* and cast off the ancestral condemnation,* they proudly told the apostles:*
“Death has been plundered!* Christ our God is risen,* granting to the world great mercy.”

Troparion, Tone 2: By faith You justified Your ancestors* and through them in advance You
betrothed the Church taken from the nations.* The saints exult in glory;* from their seed comes
the blessed fruit, the one who bore You without seed.* By their prayers, O Christ our God, have
mercy on us.

Glory: Now: Kontakion, Tone 6: Armed by the Being that defies description,* you defied the
man-made idol, O thrice blessed youth.* In the midst of the unbearable flames you stood and
cried out to God:* “In Your mercy, O gracious One, hasten and come to our aid,”* for You can
do whatever You will.



https://stmichaelnanaimo.ca/blog/

Prokeimenon, Tone 4: Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is
Your Name forever. Verse: For You are righteous in everything that You have done to us. (Daniel
3:26,27)

Epistle - Colossians 3:4-11 - A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Colossians. Brothers and Sisters, when Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of
God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when
you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things — anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but
Christ is all and in all!

Alleluia, Tone 4: Verse: Moses and Aaron are among His priests and Samuel among those who
call upon His name. Verse: They called on the Lord and He heard them. (Psalm 98:6)

Gospel - Luke 14:16-24 - The Lord told this parable: “Someone gave a great dinner and invited
many. At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come;
for everything is ready now.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I
have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.” Another said,
‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’
Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the slave returned and
reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go
out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind,
and the lame.” And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’
Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come
in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my
dinner.””

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm
148:1).* Rejoice in the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous (Psalm 32:1).* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia.

— ems —

Tponap, rnac 4: CBiTily Ipo BOCKPECIHHS PO3MOBIAbL BiJ aHTeNa MOYYBIIN* 1 BiA TPagigHOTO
3acyly 3BUILHUBIIUCK,* [OCHOAHI yYEHHINl, pajilouM, Ka3adu amocToiam:* 37071aHO0 CMEpTh,
Bockpec Xpuctoc bor,* 1o nae CBITOBI BETMKY MUJIICTb.




Tponap, riac 2: Biporo mpaoTiiB omnpapaaB T,* 3 HapoaiB 4yepe3 HuUx TH LlepkBy Hamepen
3apyumB.* XBamaTbcs y ciaBi cBATI,* 00 3 CiMEHHM iX € TUIiJ OMarocioBeHHUH™® — Ta, mo 6e3
ciMmenu poauia tebe.* [x momuTBamu, Xpucre boxke, momunyii Hac.

CanaBa: Hwuui: Kongak, riac 6: Pykomumcanomy o0pa3oBi HE MOKJIOHUBIIUCS,® aie
HEOMHMCAHHUM €CTBOM 3aXHCTHBIIHUCS, TPUOJIAXKCHHI,* B MOABHU31 BOTHIO BU MPOCTABWIHCS™ 1,
rmocepesi HECTEPITHOTO MoJyM'st cTosiur, bora Bu mpusBanu:* Ilocmimmwcs, o, leapwmii,* 1 ckopo
MPHUIAIN K MAJIOCTUBHIA HaM Ha 1MoMi4,* 60 TH MOXKEII, SKIIO BOJISI TBOSI.

Ipoxkimen, riac 4: brarocnosen ecu, ['ocnoau, boxke oTiiB Hamwmx,* i XBanbHE, 1 MPOCIABICHE
iM'st TBO€ Ha Biku. Cmux: bo mpaBeIHUIA €CH B YChOMY, III0 COTBOPUB TH HaM.

Anoctoi - Konocsin 3:4-11 - Jlo Kosocsin nocinanna Cesitoro Anocrosa IlaBia yuraHus:
bpamms i cecmpu, ko x XpUCTOC, BaIllE KUTTS, 3'SIBUTHCS, TOJII I BU 3 HUM 3'SBUTECH Y CJIaBi.
YMepTBiIIONTE, OTKE, Ballll 3¢MHI YJICHHU: PO3IMYCTY, HEUUCTOTY, IPUCTPACTI, JINXY MMOXKAIITUBICTD,
32)KEPJIMBICTh - 110 € 110JIOTIOKIIOHCTBO. 3a Bce 1ie Najae THiB boxwuii Ha HecayxHIHUX. Bu cami
HEIIOAaBHO MOBOAMIIMCS TaK CaMoO, KOJIH KM B TOMY. Ternep ke BIAKMHbTE i BU BCE T€ I'eTh Bij
ce0e: THIB, JIIOTICTh, 37100y, HaKJIEM, COPOMIIbKI ciioBa 3 Bamux ycr! He roBopiTh Henpasau oHe
oqHOMY, 00 BHM 3 cebe CKHHYIW CTapy JIOAUHY 3 1i JijJaMd ¥ OASTHYIHCS B HOBY, IO
BiJTHOBIIIOETHCS JIO TOCKOHAJIOTO CITI3HAHHS, BIMOBIAHO 10 00pa3y cBoro TBopis. Tum To HEmMae
rpeka, Hi 1ojies, Hi 00pi3aHHs, HI HeoOpi3aHHs, HI BapBapa, Hi CKUTA, Hi HEBOJIBHHUKA, Hi BIJILHOTO,
a BCE 1 y BCbOMY - XPHUCTOC.

Aamnys, riac 4: Cmux: Moiiceii i ApoH Mix epesimu ioro 1 CaMmyin MiXk TUMH, [0 IPU3HUBAIOTh
iM'st ioro. Cmux: ITpusuBanu ['ocriona 1 BiH BUCITyXaB iX.

€Banreie - Jlyka 14:16-24 - Ckazaé Icyc npumuy oyro: “OIWH YOJNOBIK CIPaBUB BEUEPIO
BeJMKY U 3ampocuB Oarathox. [lig yac Beyepi mociaB BiH CIIyTy CBOTO CKa3aTH 3alpOIICHHM:
Inith, yce roroBe. Tozi BCl BOHM OIHAKOBO Movayik BiaMoBisitucs. [lepmmii iomy ckaszas: Ilone
KyNHMB s, MyIITy IiTH HA HBOTO MOJMBHUTUCK; BUOA4 MeHi, npoury tebe. pyruii ckazas: [1'a1b map
BOJIIB KyNHB s 1 Ay iX cripoOyBaru; mpomry Tede, Bubad MeHi. A 1HIIMI MOBUB: S oapyXHBCH 1
ToMy He MOXy mnpuiita. [loBepHYBCs ciayra il po3moBiB Iie maHOBI cBoeMy. PosrHiBaBcs Tofi
rocrojap Ta ¥ Kake 10 CIyT'M CBOTO: Iy MIOCKOpim Ha MaijaHW W BYJIMIN MIiCTa W TPUBEIN
Crony BOOTHX, KaJiK, CINUX, KylbraBux. [1aHe, - 03BaBCh ClIyTa, - CTAIOCh, SIK TH BEJIB, 1 MiCIIS €
me. CkazaB nan g0 ciyru: [ligm Ha nuisixu Ta Oropoki ¥ Hamosisiraid yBIMTH, MO0 IiM Mii
HanoBHHBCs. Kaxxy 60 Bam: HiXTo 3 0THX 3ampoIneHuX He MOKYIITY€e MO€i Bedepi.”

Ipuuacumii: Xsanite l'ociona 3 Hebec, xBamite Moro Ha Bucorax. Panmyiitecs, mpaBeasi, y
T'ocnozi, mpaBuUM HaNEXKUThH MOXBaIA. AJTUITYS, ATHITYs, aJTHITys!




THE ULTIMATE COMING OF CHRIST

UM L R

The Scriptures do not depict Christ’s birth as
the ultimate point in the story of God’s
dealings with us. Instead we are told to look
ahead to that final stage in history. In the
imagery of Luke’s Gospel, there shall be a
great banquet — the triumph of the Messiah —
and many shall be invited to share in that
feast.

Today’s Gospel passage is St Luke’s version
of the great banquet to which many are
invited. The banquet in Jewish thought of the biblical era was an image of the kingdom of God
ushered in by the Messiah. As the prophet Isaiah foretold: “On the mountain the Lord of hosts
will make for all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast of wine on the lees. And He will destroy on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever” (Is 25:6-7). The banquet will be for all peoples, not just Israel,
and the cover or veil separating Jew from Gentile would be destroyed. At the feast people would
receive the sacrificial food in which the temple priests partook — the feast would have a liturgical
character. Most importantly the feast will mark the death of Death: the renewal of life, which the
Messiah would accomplish.

Isaiah’s image of the Messianic Banquet was taken up by many Old Testament and other
Jewish writers. The Lord Jesus Himself used the same image to describe the Kingdom, but
warned the Pharisees that they would be cast out: “/ tell you: many will come from east and west
and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the
kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness,; there men will weep and gnash their teeth” (Mt
8:11-12).

This passage is particularly appropriate as we prepare for the Nativity of Christ because
Christ’s coming inaugurates the Messianic Kingdom. Christ calls together all peoples (“from east
and west”) and joins us to God through Himself. He is the annihilation of death and the Source
of life for all who believe in Him. Commemorating the Forefathers, we recall Christ’s promise
that those united to Him will sit at table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom, a sign
of our union with the saints of all ages in the Body of Christ.

The banquet image points to a number of characteristics which speak to us of the Kingdom
of God. A banquet is a sign of lavish hospitality. God displays His hospitality to us by opening
His Kingdom to us with the most laving gift of all: the grace of His Christ. The banquet is also a
sign of the participants’ joy and gladness at being at the host’s table. To use the Psalmist’s words,
they delight at taking the chalice of salvation and calling upon the name of the Lord.




But the most important dimension to the image of a banquet is that of fellowship. The
banquet is a place of communion with others, of sharing together in the hospitality of the Master.
As such it is a preeminent sign of the Kingdom of God, our sharing in His divine life through
Christ.

The coming of Christ has nothing to do with being alone. If anything, it is the opposite.
The Incarnation took place so that we would not be alone, left to ourselves, out of communion
with God. Christ is born into the world so that, as was intended from the beginning, humanity
could be in communion with God.

The Scriptures describe aloneness as the consequence of sin. In the Genesis story of the fall
Adam hides from God after eating from the Tree — a sign that their communion was broken. In
its planning and in its effect, sin is about isolating oneself from God and others. It hardens us to
see isolation from others as something good. We find the challenge of relationship with others
too demanding and may react as did Cain, the mean-spirited son of Adam, “Surely I am not my
brothers keeper!” (Gen 4:19).

Christmas and the Messianic Banquet are about communion because God is communion
personified. “God is love” (1 Jn 4:9). God-as-love is what the Church means by calling God the
Holy Trinity. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one in divinity but three persons in a loving
relationship. According to the book of Genesis this loving communion was extended to Adam
and Eve, created after the image, according to the likeness of this God who is love. By seeking to
live apart from God Adam and Eve lost this vital link, getting exactly what they desired.

By His incarnation the Word of God — the One who was in perfect communion with the
Father and the Holy Spirit — came to restore that communion with humanity. He lived in His
person what Adam could not, remaining in constant communion with the Father while remaining
like us in all things except for sin. His coming was not simply to show that communion with God
was possible for man, but to make it possible for us to have such a relationship: “Yet to all who
did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God” (Jn 1:12-13).

What is Christ’s by nature could become ours through faith, by God’s gracious will. As the
Fathers tirelessly repeated, “God became man so that man might become god.”

The Divine Liturgy in which we regularly share has been described as a prophetic sign of
the Messianic Banquet. Everything we look to experience in heaven is found in the Liturgy by
anticipation. We gather with the entire Body of Christ — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all the saints
as well as people from every race and nation — to share in the priestly gifts of the Body and
Blood of Christ. We respond to the lavish hospitality of our Host with the joy and gladness of
people who “taste the heavenly bread and the cup of life and see how good the Lord is.”




The great banquet is the final triumph of Christ which we proclaim in the Creed: “He will
come again with glory to judge the living and the dead...” and the revelation of those who are in
Christ as well. “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to come.” And so
our celebration of Christ — whether spread out throughout the liturgical year or experienced in
each Divine Liturgy — always directs us to look ahead to “His glorious second coming.”

SAITPOIIEHHA HA BEHKET

YpuBOK, KM YUTAEMO B 110 HEILIIO, 3aMUKA€E cepito moBuanb Icyca B JIk 14: 1 — 24, saki
MOXKHA OKPECJIMTU SIK CBOEPINHI YpOoKH 3 eTuku boxkoro llapcrTa: crmodaTky po3moBigh PO
CyOOTHE 3ITiIJICHHSI XBOPOTO Ha BOJISIHKY MICTHTh 3aKJIMK 3aBXKIU YHHHUTH Jai1a Mustocepas (JIk 14,
1 — 6), moTiM B KUIBKOX MpUTYaX Icyc moBuae mpo cMuUpeHHs Ta rocTuHHICTH(JIK 14, 7 — 14),
BIITAaK BKIHIII MPUTYCIO MPO BEJIMKY TOCTHHY, Ja€ OOpa3HMU OMUC BTPAUYCHOI MOXKIIMBOCTI Ta
JIEeMOHCTpY€E YHiKanbHicTh boxoi Onaronari (JIk 14, 15 — 24).

IIpuTya MPOMOBUCTO MPO30pa: rocroaap npecrasise bora — Moro munocepas # no6pora
CBiI4aTh, MO bor 3 MOCTIHHOI BEIMKOAYIIHICTIO 3ampoInye awoaei no [lapcTsa, mpoTte HacTaHe
JICHb KOJIM 3allpolleHHs Oyle aHyJIbOBAaHO i Bke Oyje Mi3HO BIAMNOBiAaTH HA HHOTO; TOCTI, SKi
BiIIMOBMJIMCS IPUHTH — THX XTO BIIKMHYB 3aKiuK llapcTBa, a apyra rpyma CUMBOIMNI3YE JIONEH,
AKi Bi/MOBINMM HA 3aKJIWK. X HU3BKMIl COLiaNBHUII CTATyC BKa3y€ HA Te, IO BEITHKOMYIIHICTh
bora ax HiIK He 0OOMEXYEThCS MPUUHATUMHU B COLIyMI paMmkamu, Ta 1o Bin mommuproe CBoe
3ampoIleHHS Ha BIAKMHYTHX LOTO CBiTY. benker — noOpe Bimomuii B ronaizmi o0pa3 paioliB Ta
Tpiymdy, skl yekae Ha bokuit Hapoa B KiHIi 4aciB. Ciayru BifirparoTh CIy»KOOBY poOJib, X04
Mi3HIIIe MOTIIM O3HAYATH JIFOJIEH, K1 TpomnoBinyoTh boxe CioBo.

Haii0inpir He 3BMYaiHUM B I TPUTYI — OJHOCTalHA BiIMOBA IrOCTEH Ha 3alpOIICHHS.
[TpyuymHU BiIMOBOK BUTJISAAIOTH JOBOJII CMIIIIHO W HE MEPEKOHJIMBO 3 OISy Ha dakT, xTo € Toit
XT0 3ampourye. O4eBUIHO, MO UM Icyc AeMOHCTpYyE HACKUIbKM aOCYpIHUM BUINIAJAE JIIOOHIMA
IIpHBIiz, Yepes sIKuil JIIOAMHA BiKUIa€e 3aKiKK / 3anpoienns bora ysiiitu B Horo IlapcTso.

HaiiGinpn TUBHMM Ta BOJHOYAC TPUBOKHUM € HACTYIHUN (haKT — HIXTO 3 TOCTEH HeE
TPUMaBCS OCTOPOHb 4Yepe3 SKMWUCh TpiX; BOHM MpocTo BuOaummucs. [Hmi Bigmamu O 1m0
3aBrOJIHO, TUIBKH 100 MaTH MOXJIUBICTh, fAKY Il BigXuiauiau... BubadeHHsS YacTo €
CMEpPTENbHIUMH pedamMu. BOHU OTPYIOIOTh XPUCTUSHCHKE )KHUTTS, TOMY IO OJIOKYIOTH CTEKKH IO
CIpPaBXHbBOTO BIPOCMOBIJJAHHS Ta MPOIICHHS, SK PIBHO X MM030aBIsAOTh Bipy ii
xuTTe3MaTHOCTI. Hailbinpm Hebe3neyHnMy BHOAUEHHSIMH € Ti — Yepe3 siIKi MU 00IypIOeMO cami
cebe. OpnHier0 3 HAWOUIBI HENMI3HABAHUX XapaKTEPUCTHK BHOAUYeHb € Ta, IO BOHHU
OOBHHYBaYyIOTh KOXKHOTO 3 HAC TaK CaMo sIK 1 BUOAYar0Th, — OCKUILKH BOHH BiJIKPUBAIOThH HAIII1
CIpaBXHI TMPIOPUTETH; BUOAYEHHsS, SKI MPOTOHYEMO IHIIMM — BIJKPUBAIOTH MisUIBHICTH Ta
3alliKaBJICHHS, K /U HAC MArOTh OUTbIITY BaXKJIUBICTh. TUIBKH TOM XTO HABaXKy€ThCS TIOCTABUTH
Ha0lk CBOI BHMOAUEHHS MOXE KOJHUCh TEPENKUTH PAAICTh BIPOCHOBIJAHHS, MUP MPOIICHHATA
TPETIeT KUTTS Bipoto. ['0CIons MPUTOTOBUB FOCTUHY, i MU € 3alpoIleH] Ha Hei!




